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Walnut Contemporary Gallery is excited to announce Carlos Maia’s 
participation in the 2016 Scotiabank CONTACT Photography Festival. 
Maia’s Cosmos series will be on exhibition at Walnut from May 7th to May 
28th, and we are pleased to host an opening reception on May 7th, 2016 
from 5pm to 8pm at 201 Niagara Street, Toronto.  
 
This series will be Maia’s first solo exhibition in Toronto. Utilizing digital 
manipulation, Maia transforms everyday images into a celestial voyage. 
Inspired by the historic crossing of NASA’s Voyager 1 into the heliosphere 
in 2012, Maia’s photographs are an exploration of the connection 
between humanity and space. The meditative photos capture the 
seemingly endless mystery of outer space, conjuring questions of what 
might exist in the cosmos. 
 

Maia studied Film and Photography at Ryerson University, and in 1984 went on to pursue a career in 
fashion and commercial photography.  In 1991 he made a creative pilgrimage across Europe and 
North Africa. Maia settled in Lisbon and taught at Portugal’s Technical School for Image and 
Communication for 21 years of his 22-year stay. In 2008, Maia launched an art journal, DIRECTARTS 
International, which is now distributed in 98 countries worldwide.  
 
In 2013, Maia moved back to Toronto with his family and continued his photographic practice. He 
continues to be inspired by Leo Tolstoy’s philosophy of creating art with “Individuality, clarity, 
sincerity and transmission of feelings”. Maia has evolved as an artist, exploring the changing role of 
technology in photography with the advent of the smartphone; but continues to value these centrals 
tenets in his creative process.  
 
For more information about Carlos Maia, please contact Director and Curator of Walnut 
Contemporary, Raquel Vilhena at raquel@walnutcontemporary.com, or at 416.271.6599.  
 
Image: Carlos Maia, Nova Equation, 2014-2015. Pigment on archival metallic paper, 45”x 34”.  
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